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Your Questions

• Benchmarks, data, dashboard

• Symptoms at school

• Home isolation / Quarantine

• Latest signs/symptoms



COVID-19 in Arizona

• 195,557 cases

– Confirmed and probable

• 4,634 deaths

Data updated: 8/19/20

Cumulative Case Counts
Cumulative Case Rates 
per 100,000 population

National Data from CDC



COVID-19 in Maricopa County
• 130,285 cases in 

Maricopa

– Confirmed and 
probable*

• 2,702 (2%) deaths

• Labs are catching up

Data updated: 8/18/20



Lab Testing Data – Maricopa County

Data
updated 

8/19/2020

22%19% 23% 21%17% 11%13% 9% 6%



Where to Find Previously Covered
Return to School Information
• Previous Webinars and Slides can be found on the Maricopa 

County Public Health website along with updated guidance

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-
Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities
https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities


ADHS Benchmarks for Schools

Initial Reopening % Positivity



Case rates/number of cases

• ADHS offers two metrics

– Decline in weekly average cases

OR

– Case rates below 100 cases per 100,000 population 

• MCDPH recommends using CASE RATES 

– More accurate reflection of what’s happening in your community

– Accounts for population size



Percent positivity

• PCR test percent (%) positivity

– The proportion of all PCR tests performed that week that are positive

– A higher % positivity can indicate

• More disease spreading within the community

• Not enough testing available in the area

– A % positivity of 0.0% can indicate

• No or very low number of tests

• The limited number of tests are negative



COVID-like illness

• COVID-like illness as a percentage of hospital visits

• Syndromic surveillance data

– In general, this monitoring system looks for patterns of disease

– For COVID-19, this is monitoring the % of people visiting ERs and 
hospitals who have symptoms of COVID-19

– Based on symptoms, not on testing

• COVID-like illness data are available on a county-wide basis 
only



Important timeframes

• ADHS and MCDPH recommend that districts and schools look 
at data over a 2-week period

– Avoid week-to-week fluctuations in data

• The data are weekly numbers – Sunday to Saturday

• There is a 12-day lag from the date the data is posted to the 
“most recent data” listed on the dashboard

– Ensures that reporting lag times do not impact the numbers

• COVID-like illness is updated in more real-time



On-site Learning and Services 
Waiver Criteria

• A waiver is only required and permitted if ALL on-site services 
will cease due to an outbreak in the community

• MCDPH has determined eligibility for a waiver using the district 
case rate per 100,000 population 

– More than 2x the rate of Maricopa County for two consecutive weeks



MCDPH Data Dashboard

Unified 
School 
District

Elementary 
School 
District

High School 
District

City

ZIP Code
*The color shown is the highest for all three metrics 
*Data includes current and prior week data

https://www.maricopa.gov/5594/School-Metrics

https://www.maricopa.gov/5594/School-Metrics


Update: Antigen Testing

• Last week we asked for your input if MCDPH should consider 
acquiring Sofia 2 SARS Antigen Test Machines

• MCDPH leadership is in the decision-making process

• We will provide updates on this when available



UPDATES

• Face Coverings from MCDPH 

– Shipping now

• ADHS – FREE Face Masks for Arizonans

Free, washable cloth masks available to order by anyone 

who is part of a vulnerable population, who is a student (or 

parents on behalf of students) or school staff member, or 

who may not be able to purchase a mask.

•Place an Order

•One order per household, each order contains 5 cloth 

masks

Questions about the program? Check out our FAQs.

http://azdhs.gov/ordermasks
http://azdhs.gov/MaskOrderFAQs


• Cloth and disposable masks 
are most effective 

• Neck Gaiters and Bandanas 
are less effective 

– If used, double up the layers 
and use a poly-cotton blend

• DO NOT use valve masks!



American Academy of Pediatrics
• “Cloth face coverings can be safely worn by all children 2 years of age and older, including 

the vast majority of children with underlying health conditions, with rare exception. In 
addition to protecting the child, the use of cloth face coverings significantly reduces the 
spread of severe acute respiratory syndrome-coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) and other 
respiratory infections within schools and other community settings, as well as in the home. 

• Use of cloth face coverings at home may be beneficial in helping children to become 
accustomed with their use in school. Home use of face coverings also may be particularly 
valuable in households that include medically fragile or at-risk adults and children. Parents 
are encouraged to discuss infection control practices with their pediatrician.” 

• https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-
guidance/cloth-face-coverings/

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/cloth-face-coverings/


UPDATES – GUIDANCE POSTED SOON!

• Cleaning and Disinfection Guidance

• School Transportation Guidance

• Food Services Guidance

• Sample notification letter 

• Additional guidance for steps to take if student or staff 
develops symptoms or is diagnosed with COVID-19



Questions we cannot answer

• "What is legally allowable..."

• Questions related to school finances

• Questions related to attendance numbers

• Questions related to families changing enrollment

• Questions related to school employee benefits and sick leave 
policies



Questions?

• Please visit Maricopa.gov/coronavirus

• SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov

– (602)-506-6767 

– This webinar will be posted to our website

mailto:SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov

